
 

Dear Bill, 
 

Today, 11 May, Portsea member Bill Horn celebrates his 100th birthday. 

It is an extraordinary milestone for someone who has given so much to the spirit of this Club and who continues to do 
so. It is just as remarkable that a playing member shares his centenary year with that of the Club, and so it was only 
fitting that Bill raised the Centenary Flag on New Year’s Day. 

Still in the Game 

Bill was a successful typewriter salesman for IBM before joining Portsea in 1989. 37 years on, Bill still manages to get 
out on the course twice a week with the Men’s 9 Holers. He is no pushover either. Just last week, he won the Men’s 9 
Holers competition with 22 points for nine holes, shooting 47 off the stick, a score that would give plenty of younger 
members pause for thought! 

The average Australian male lives to 81, but Bill has never shown much interest in playing by the numbers, often 
saying that if he had known he was going to live this long, he probably wouldn't have retired at 57. 

Poor weather has rarely been a deterrent either. Bill has been known to say he will play in the rain or cold because it 
could be his last round, only for someone in the Golf Shop to reply that if he does go out in that weather, it very well 
might be. Dressed in a flat cap, tie and button-up shirt to keep warm during winter, Bill brings a touch of old-world class 
to his golf. 

 

His commitment to the game has occasionally seen some creative interpretations of the rules. During the Covid 
restrictions, Bill and a few others were known to find their way onto the course in groups of three and four, earning 
him a brief stint on the sidelines. 

The 9 Holers 



Bill has also been a custodian of the Men's 9 Holers, following on from the late Joe Iles before handing the reins to 
Kevin Beasley. The group continues to grow, welcoming new members into a culture of good humour and genuine 
friendship that reflects everything Bill embodies. 

 

 

 

Many happy returns 

Portsea Gold Club 
 

  

 

 


