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Message from the president ...

Dear IBM Alumni Family,
| hope this message finds you well.

For many of us, IBM was more than just a place we worked. It was where we learned how to lead,
how to collaborate and how to navigate change. Even years later, those lessons tend to stay with
us - quietly shaping the way we perceive the world.

As we look ahead to 2026, we've been reflecting on what the IBM Alumni community can
mean now. Not just as a professional network, but as a space for connection, reflection, and
shared growth - especially at a time when many of us are balancing change, reinvention and
increasingly busy lives.

Our intention for the year ahead is to strengthen this community through...

« Creating opportunities to reconnect with familiar faces and meet new ones.
« Initiating open mic sessions, to increase participation and obtain feedback.
» Fostering a sense of belonging that feels supportive.

You, being part of this community matters to us.

In the months ahead, we'll be introducing ways to connect that are thoughtful and grounded in the
values that first brought us together. Our hope is that in small but meaningful ways, this
community continues to feel like a steady thread—a place that provides you with the comfort and
a sense of belongingness.

Thank you for being part of the IBM Alumni family. We're truly looking forward to what we can
shape together in 2026.

With warmth and appreciation,

Aditi Rehan

President, IBM Alumni Australia
president@ibmalumni.org.au

+65 8626-0692
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Lou Gerstner

Mr Louis (Lou) Gerstner passed away 27 December 2025, aged 83. From 1993 to 2002 he was the
IBM Corporation's CEO and Chairman, coming to us during difficult and uncertain times. You can
read more of his story at the IBM Newsroom and via Reuters.
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A CENTURY but we're not talking cricket!

Congratulations Bill !!!

You may have received an e-mail telling of our member Bill Horn supporting the Centenary
celebration of the Portsea Gold Club last month. The article highlights that Bill was a 99 at the
time and continues to enjoy his golf, and socialising with golfing friends after their 9 holes.

In May Bill reaches his own magic 100th and here is a collage of what he tells us ...

"I actually joined IBM in July 1945 and resigned in early January 1982 at 55 believing I'd be dead in
my 70s, and having been removed from 4a at High School in 1940 after just a couple of months. |
was born in Scotland but my father died when | was only 5 months old. We arrived in 1927 in
Sandringham to live with my mother's parents, hence being removed from 4a at High School so
soon, still only 13 to spend the next 16 years working for an uncle as a Textile Designer, thought I'd
missed a bit of childhood and should live a bit before passing on.

In 1956 it was International Business Machines and not a well known company, the Melbourne
branch was in the Palm Lake building next to the Ritz Hotel in Fitzroy Street St. Kilda. Time
Systems was the main part of the Company with DP and Electric Typewriter Division offices in the
front and Time Systems and Service Departments in the rear. Allan Moyes was both DP and
General Manager and there were only several DP installations. As there were so few employees we
all mixed together at social functions whether in DP, Time Systems or Electric Typewriters. It took
several years as the Company grew before IBM and Office Products came into existence along with
a separate DP Service Bureau.

It's certainly ironic to be still here but IBM transformed my life with great mates and overseas travel,
17 Clubs and looked on as the top rep in the last 3 years with 3 Golden Circles. | should have
remained another 3 years but who can read the future. A couple of ex IBM mates have just died
including John Mason and Desmond Alexander, an ex Etonian, who was with us for a short time in
1960. It'll be amazing to get to 100 on 11th of May but I'm certain it's only playing twice a week with
the Nine Holes at Portsea Golf Club that's kept me going.

Regards,

Bill"
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We have a Member blog where you can read well wishes or leave your message for Bill to enjoy.
The blog includes a reminder to login first, or how to if you have forgotten!
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Did you miss our Victorian Chapter January event?

Bell's Hotel
Another wonderful gathering with IBM friends was held at Bell's Hotel in South Melbourne. So were
you there on 28 January to enjoy time with IBM friends - not to mentioned good food, or did you

miss it this time?

Well, either way we do it again on the 7th of May so lock your calendar in now and register to join

the fun ...


https://ibmalumni.org.au/bill-horn-celebrates-his-100th-birthday-in-may-2026-share-your-well-wishes/
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Keep track of the 2026 Victoria Chapter
events & perhaps try something new this year!

26 Track Events & Join the Fun

Some 2026 events are already available
for booking to help you plan your social

calendar!

Winery Weekend - Rutherglen/Beechworth Region

We appreciate all members who participated in the survey conducted in relation to this event.

Members who have expressed their interests in joining the weekend will be contacted by the
organizers.

Enjoy!

IBM Alumni New South Wales (NSW)

2026 is already well underway, and we are keen to share with you the events we have planned for
the year.

We will kick off the year with our annual BBQ picnic at Lane Cove National Park on Sunday
March 15. Same location, Casuarina Picnic Area, and we will again enjoy A Family Affair's fabulous
catering. Cost pp $50 for a choice of 2 meats, 4 salads, freshly baked breads and choice of 2
desserts.

We hope you will join us for Drinks at Club York in Sydney's CBD on Wednesday May 13, 5pm
onwards.

We have booked a block of seats with the National Naval Society of Australia; this time the cruise
will take us to historical sites on the Western side of our Sydney Harbour. The NHSA cruise is on
Friday August 14, departing at 10am from King Street Wharf.

Drinks are on again in September - Wednesday September 9, Club York.

We plan our Annual Lunch for the month of October, when we will also have our AGM, and our
Christmas Lunch in December

Let us know if you plan to join us for our BBQ lunch by March 1 latest, and though some months
away we are taking expressions of interest for the NHSA Harbour Cruise given these cruises are
very popular.

In addition to organising events to reconnect with colleagues in person, we will also launch an IBM
Alumni NSW WhatsApp group intended to provide you with an option to connect with each other,
whether specifically in relation to upcoming events or socially. We are currently rolling out a pilot, so
we will be in touch upon its successful conclusion.

Thank you for being part of this community and we hope to see you in 2026!


https://ibmalumni.org.au/

For information about news and events for IBM Alumni NSW, please contact: bagccnsw@gmail.com

Regards,
IBM Alumni NSW Committee

Support Request
From time to time our IBM Alumni receives queries regarding IBM Corporate policies, which
unfortunately we are unable to support. An IBM HR Support portal for former IBMers, Retirees, and

Employees on Leave is available for such queries.

The support is available via https://hr-support.dwehrit.ibm...

Communication Updates

Are you on social media? If so then you will be up to date with news as it's posted and if not yet
then feel free to use the links in the symbols below to join in the conversation, add content and stay
informed.

If you aren't a social media buff then be assured that we continue to provide updates and event
information via this newsletter, so you are not missing out!

Disclaimer

IBM Quarter Century Clubs and Alumni Associations are not entities of IBM Corporation, IBM Australia Limited, IBM Global Services
Australia Limited nor of any other affiliated IBM company. They are autonomous social clubs formed, operated, and financed by Club
members, and run by volunteers, entirely for their own purposes.
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If you would like to unsubscribe, please click here.
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