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Happy Lunar New Year...

We trust that you enjoyed your
Christmas and New Year festivities
with your family and friends.
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How quickly time passes and we are
now into the Chinese Year of the
Snake.
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Moving on in 2025 ...

You may have noticed that we have dropped (Vic) from our logo and
masthead. This reflects the changes in our membership and
demographics as our visibility grows across all States and Territories and
beyond.

The Victorian and Tasmanian Chapter of IBM's Quarter Century Club (QCC) was
registered as 'IBM Quarter Century Club of Victoria Inc' in 2018. In May
2024, a Special General Meeting was held to allow eligible members to vote on
a change of name to 'IBM Alumni Australia Inc' and the removal of years of
service and place of residence from its membership criteria.

Considerable effort and consultation with our QCC membership was undertaken
over a 5-month period to gain input and opinions on various options for the new
name and membership criteria. Implementation of the changes involved
considerable effort to update business and financial records and the existing
website and social media accounts. With assistance of two volunteers, this
work was completed within 6 weeks of the members' acceptance of the
proposed changes.

The domain name of ibmalumni.org.au was chosen because

1) It was available

2) It could be easily found by those current and former IBMers who might wish
to join the Alumni

3) It could accommodate existing QCC Chapters as groups within the same
Alumni

4) Other QCC Chapters would not have to build their own online platforms.

We continue to post names of those IBMers who achieve 25 years of service on
our QCC Honour Board but no longer receive details of new QCC qualifiers from
IBM.

We have welcomed more than 60 new Alumni members over the past 7 months
including six who are resident in other countries (NZ, USA, Thailand and
Singapore).

In 2025, we expect to see further growth in our membership and changing
demographics as current and former employees of IBM become aware of the
Alumni. We will continue to work closely with the QCC/Alumni groups in various
states to promote local networking events and post updates and photos on our
Alumni website and newsletters.

We hope to see changes in the composition of our Committee in 2025 to reflect
the new demographics of the Alumni.



New members pay a subscription fee of $20.00 AUD to be eligible to vote at our
Annual General Meeting (AGM) or any Special General Meeting (SGM).

We are offering extended membership to 30th June 2026 for those

who apply for Alumni Membership after 1st February 2025.
Click on the button below if you wish to take up this offer.

Join the Alumni

New Members

Alex Afrakoff Matthew Mooney

Niall Betteridge Vinay Nair

Kevin Buhck Nadia Rom

Abhinav Chopra Michelle Romanin

Mike Deam Marcus Scott

Kirsten Garwood Rick Vosila

Chris Hockings Randy Walton

Raj Kannan Shehan Wickramasuriya

Karen McPhillips


https://ibmalumni.org.au/membership/ibm-alumni-membership-application/

X Some members and former colleagues have passed away
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found on our In Memoriam page.

2025 Events Calendar
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We encourage organisers of such events/actiivities to use the Alumni website
and social media platform to promote their events and enable interested parties
to register online and make payments where appropriate.

Annual General Meeting - August

The Alumni will fund costs of booking venues and A/V equipment in Sydney and
Melbourne for its Annual General Meeting to facilitate member participation in-
person where appropriate, and enable remote participation by all who wish to
connect via Zoom. Light refreshments may be provided on arrival.

Attendees will have the option to join other members and their partners or
guests for a meal after the AGM for which pre-booking and advance payment
may be necessary.

HIGHFOREST

YOU’RE INVITED TO THE

IBM ALUMNI EVENT
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P& mirvac

You may be aware of the "IBM ALUMNI EVENT" to be hosted by Mirvac at
IBM's former Cumberland Forest site. Past and present IBMers are invited to
see the beginning of construction work on the property now named Highforest.

Please note that this event was not arranged by IBM Alumni Australia Inc.

Register for Mirvac Event



https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/highforest-ibm-alumni-event-tickets-1238251877699?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwY2xjawIeYQRleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHdii0Hs0HLQmxx2xE1RwT3mP3Ft5ZSR8QhgbB5H8Pqq3D4o4Uv9OiFIz_w_aem_t2bzpg3iB86euzJD4RVeUA
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NSW Alumni

NSW Alumni members gathered for drinks on February 7 at Club York, a great
venue in the centre of Sydney. Another gathering will be held at the same venue
on Wednesday April 9 commencing at 5pm.

Click on the button below for other NSW Alumni events and activities scheduled
for 2025

NSW Alumni Calendar

What's on in Victoria ...

Lunch @ Bells - 7 February 2025

Victorian Alumni members enjoyed good company and great food at this venue
located close to IBM's old offices in South Melbourne. Many thanks to Greg
Cassano and Jeff Wells for promoting this event. Save the date for the next
lunch on Friday May 2.


https://ibmalumni.org.au/nsw-alumni-events-calendar-2025/

Morning Tea @ Southgate - Tuesday, May 6

Eric Wong, IBM's Data Platform Leader for Australia and New Zealand invites
Alumni Members to join him and members of his team for a briefing on IBM's
latest offerings.

Further details will be posted on our website with an invitation for Alumni
Members to register to attend.

What's on in other States and Territories?

... we look forward to further updates on networking events and other activities
in other States or Territories and from 'across the ditch' in New Zealand. Feel
free to post announcements and/or photos on our website or FaceBook, or send
details to Secretary@ibmalumni.org.au.

Get on Board in 2025 ...

Good governance is essential for all organisations to succeed. Serving as a
Committee or Board Member on a Not-for-Profit organisaton provides an
opportunity to develop skills and experience for those who may aspire to take
leadership positions or serve on Boards of major enterprises, service
organisations and charities.


mailto:secretary@ibmalumni.org.au?subject=Alumni%20Updates

Our Committee Members have given great service over many years and

played significant roles in support of our move from QCC to Alumni. It is now

time to look to the future and bring some new blood on board and provide

broader representation of our new and expanding membership.

All Committee positions are declared vacant at the Annual General Meeting

(AGM) in August each year. Interim appointments may be made to fill vacant

positions or enlist volunteers to assist where needed.

Help wanted ...

We are seeking expressions of interest from Alumni Members who might

consider taking on one of the following roles on our Committee in 2025:

1.

Secretary - our current Secretary has advised that she will stand down at
this year's AGM. This position must be filled within 14 days of it becoming
vacant. The opportunity exists for someone to join our committee now to
understudy this critical leadership role and develop the skills, experience
and in-depth knowledge of our association before the position is vacated.

. Treasurer - our current Treasurer is also our Webmaster and has served

in both capacities over a number of years. The opportunity exists for
someone to join our committee now to understudy the Treasurer's role and
assist with financial management and reporting over a period of some
months to relieve the Treasurer of some of his heavy workload.

. Webmaster - this role is currently performed by our Treasurer who has

built and maintained our website and social media platform to support our
membership. We are seeking a volunteer to assist our Treasurer with
updates and maintenance of our online platform over the next 6 months
until such time that handover of responsibility is completed.

. Communications - this role is currently performed by the Secretary. We

are seeking a volunteer to prepare content, edit and distribute our
newsletter and post updates on our web and social media platform.
Applicants should be familiar with using relevant apps and tools to develop
and publish articles on various platforms.

. Event Management - we are seeking a volunteer to assist our Committee

with planning for formal events and meetings involving hire of venues and
equipment, menu selection, contracts, bookings, etc.

Please register your interest in any of these roles by clicking on the button below

or contact one of our Committee Members to seek further information.


https://ibmalumni.org.au/committee/
https://ibmalumni.org.au/committee/

Register your interest

You may know suitable candidates for these positions who are not on our
Alumni mailing list. Please share this newsletter with them and others
who might wish to be part of IBM Alumni Australia.

Let's hear from you ....

As an Alumni Member you can use our Blog pages to
share your interests and experience, pose questions or
start a dialogue with other Members with common
interests.

Have your say!
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IBM Alumni Australia Inc.
12E/481 St Kilda Road, 3004, Melbourne

You've received it because you've subscribed to our newsletter.


mailto:admin@ibmalumni.org.au?subject=Committee%20Vacancies&body=I%20want%20to%20register%20my%20interest%20in%20filling%20one%20of%20the%20roles%20offered%20on%20the%20Committee%20in%202025.%20%20
https://ibmalumni.org.au/members-blog/

