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Special thanks to all Alumni Members

 
As 2024 draws to a close we
reflect on a year in which IBM
Quarter Century Club members
in Victoria chose to change our
name and constitution, and to
welcome any current or former
IBM employee to become a
member of our Alumni.
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We are thrilled to welcome Jamey Davis, Geoff Rixon, Robert
Barker, Dietmar Klein, Carolyn Balding and David Ellis our newest
members.  We thank all who have joined the Alumni over the past six
months and thank them for their support and participation in our
activities over that time.  

 

We wish you and your loved ones a most
enjoyable Christmas and good health and
happiness in 2025!

The journey so far .....
The December 2023 newsletter of IBM QCC Victoria announced a plan to make
changes to its Constitution and title by end of June 2024 and sought input from
our Members on the new title (or Brand) and terms of membership to be applied
under a revised Constitution.
 
A Rebranding Taskforce was established to undertake consultation with around
120 QCC Members seeking their input on possible changes to the title and
membership criteria of our Club.  The efforts of this team lead to further surveys
of all members before deciding on the changes which were put to a formal vote
at a Special General Meeting (SGM) held on 26th May 2024.   The special
resolutions received unanimous support from those members who voted at the
SGM.
 
The transition from IBM Quarter Century Club to IBM Alumni Australia was
achieved over a few weeks through the efforts of Tom O'Dea (our Treasurer and
Webmaster) with assistance from two volunteers in Geoff Newnham and Tony
Austin.  Together they executed the plan involving transfer and registration of
business, financial and digital records to the new entity and migration of online
material to a new domain at https://ibmalumni.org.au/.
 
This transition would have been extremely difficult had we not had the digital
platform and social media presence already in place to support our existing
membership of more than 300 QCC members.

https://ibmalumni.org.au/


Message from our President
Aditi Rehan

As we celebrate the joy of Christmas, let me begin by
thanking each of you for being part of our IBM Alumni
Australia community this  year, and contributing to its
overall success through active  participation.   It was a
delight to see a large attendance at the November 10
Alumni Lunch in Melbourne.  We will need to plan for larger
venues for future events.
Our mission  is to help you expand your IBM Alumni
Australia network and maintain lifelong friendships.
2025 will be another exciting year. We will continue to
collaborate with QCC and Alumni chapters in various
locations to promote networking events and leverage social
media to share experiences and updates from our
members through blogs, podcasts, etc. 
I look forward to meeting many of you in-person at next
year's events. Once again, a big THANK YOU for being
part of our community. 
 
Wishing you and your loved ones a very Merry
Christmas and a fabulous New Year!

... and our Vice-President
Janet Matton AM

I was delighted that our QCC members voted to
change our constitution and our title to enable us to
welcome more IBM alumni to become members of
our club.
This sets us on an entirely new and exciting path.
However, it will be up to us all as existing members
to get the word out and to ensure that our current
and former IBM colleagues are aware of
these  changes, and are encouraged to join us. As
our membership grows, the possibilities for
connection and reconnection will also grow.
There are two people who have given freely of their
time and who have worked tirelessly to enable the



club to function and prosper, and we owe them our
thanks:
Tom O'Dea and Judy Horman have both been
pivotal in the successful administration of the club.
Thank you Tom and Judy for your dedication and
professionalism. 

Making connections ...

David Ellis
Managing Partner for IBM Consulting in Australia

I’m grateful for the opportunity to introduce myself to the IBM Alumni Australia
and hope to get to know more of you in due course.
 
Over the course of my career, I’ve been an IBM client, IBM partner, and worked
with countless IBM alumni all over the world. In February 2024, I became a
proud IBMer when I took on the role to lead IBM Consulting (formerly GBS) in
Australia. I’d like to thank you all for building what I firmly believe is a business
that enjoys the strongest heritage in the technology industry, and I can think of
no business better placed to help Australian enterprise and governments seize
the full business potential of AI, hybrid cloud and other innovative technologies.
 
It has been a big year for IBM Consulting, with several big developments,
achievements and new team members both locally and globally. You may have
seen that John Granger has ‘moved upstairs’ to the Chairman’s office, and we
have welcomed Mohamad Ali as our new SVP for IBM Consulting. Under
Mohamad’s leadership, we’ve also launched the science of consulting, which is
our differentiated approach that blends people, processes, partners and our
first-of-its-kind AI-powered delivery platform to deliver extraordinary outcomes
for clients.  Testament to this, I am also proud to share that IBM was recently
awarded the 2024 Westpac Strategic Supplier Partner Award for Excellence in
Supplier Partnership, and I look forward to sharing other client successes in due
course.
 

https://www.ibm.com/consulting/advantage


Finally, it’s not lost on me that we’ve not done a good enough job of engaging
with our alumni and I would like to change that. As such, I am eager to be a part
of the IBM Alumni Australia community and to contribute to its growth and
success. I will seek to find ways to connect with the many people we’ve had the
privilege to know through this organisation and become more engaged with
technology innovation through the company's latest developments and
initiatives.
 
I’m delighted to join this group and look forward to promoting membership to
both current IBMers and recent alumni. I look forward to learning from the
experiences that this group has to share.

What's happening in your neck of the woods?

2025 Events Calendar (Victoria)
Planning has begun for various events in Melbourne and regional areas in 2025
including:

Cocktail gathering in late February featuring an IBM Guest Speaker
Informal lunches at Bells Hotel in South Melbourne (Friday Feb 7 and
Apr 4)
Alumni Lunch - in CBD or Docklands - Saturday in late April or Early
May
AGM + Lunch - CBD or Southbank precinct - Saturday or Sunday in mid-
August
End-of-year Lunch - CBD or Docklands - Saturday late-November

Further details will be published in newsletters and via social media as venues
and dates are confirmed.
 
In the meantime we encourage those cohorts who have regular or occasional
social gatherings to use our newsletter and social media platforms to canvas
interest and promote participation of those with whom they may not have
current contact.



New South Wales

See photos from Dec 6
Lunch at The Bayview
hotel.
 

Go to NSW News
Page

Queensland

Register your interest in
gathering at The
Pineapple Hotel on
January 17

Go to the QLD News
Page

 ... and beyond

ACT - Canberra

Peter Munro is planning
for an IBM Alumni Dinner
in Canberra in April.  QCC
and Alumni members are
asked to register their
interest by clicking on the
button below.

Add me to the ACT
mailing list

Get on Board in 2025 ...
Good governance is essential for all organisations to succeed.   Serving as a
Committee or Board Member on a Not-for-Profit organisaton provides an
opportunity to develop skills and experience for those who may aspire to take
leadership positions or serve on Boards of major enterprises, service
organisations and charities.
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As IBM QCC Victoria we have been
fortunate to have some dedicated and
long-serving members volunteering
their services to perform key roles of
President, Vice-President, Treasurer
and Secretary.  Our transition to IBM
Alumni Australia was a major
undertaking, executed and completed
in this calendar year.

Our Committee Members have given great service over many years and played
significant roles in support of our move from QCC to Alumni. It is now time to
look to the future and bring some new blood on board.  All Committee positions
are declared vacant at the Annual General Meeting (AGM) in August each year.
However, we are able to make interim appointments to fill vacant positions or
enlist volunteers to assist where needed. 
We are seeking expressions of interest from Alumni Members who might
consider taking on one of the following roles on our Committee in 2025:

1. Secretary - our current Secretary has advised that she will stand down at
this year's AGM.  This position must be filled within 14 days of it becoming
vacant.  The opportunity exists for someone to join our committee now to
understudy this critical leadership role and develop the skills, experience
and in-depth knowledge of our association before the position is vacated.

2. Treasurer - our current Treasurer is also our Webmaster and has served
in both capacities over a number of years.   The opportunity exists for
someone to join our committee now to understudy the Treasurer's role and
assist with financial management and reporting over a period of some
months to relieve the Treasurer of some of his heavy workload.

3. Webmaster - this role is currently performed by our Treasurer who has
built and maintained our website and social media platform to support our
membership.   We are seeking a volunteer to assist our Treasurer with
updates and maintenance of our online platform over the next 6 months
until such time that handover of responsibility is completed.

4. Communications - this role is currently performed by the Secretary.  We
are seeking a volunteer to prepare content, edit and distribute our
newsletter and post updates on our web and social media platform.
Applicants should be familiar with using relevant apps and tools to develop
and publish articles on various platforms.

5. Event Management - we are seeking a volunteer to assist our Committee
with planning for formal events and meetings involving hire of venues and
equipment, menu selection, contracts, bookings, etc.

 



Please register your interest in any of these roles by clicking on the button below
or contact one of our Committee Members to seek further information.

Register your interest

You may know suitable candidates for these positions who are not on our
Alumni mailing list.   Please share this newsletter with them and others
who might wish to be part of IBM Alumni Australia.

Let's hear from you ....
As an Alumni Member you can use our Blog pages to
share your interests and experience, pose questions or
start a dialogue with other Members with common
interests.

Have your say!

IBM Alumni Australia Inc.
12E/481 St Kilda Road, 3004, Melbourne

You've received it because you've subscribed to our newsletter.

Unsubscrib
e
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